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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Background

During the 2022-2023 year, the Education Alliance through the Caperton Center for School and
Business Partnerships engaged in a data collection and gap analysis process with a focus on
addressing a primary goal of revitalization of school and business partnerships. A series of targeted
focus group sessions were conducted regionally throughout the state and extended opportunities
to gain additional feedback were implemented through direct surveys. This report summarizes key
emerging needs that were identified and describes the inifial action items that will be implemented
to strengthen school-business partnerships in the state.

Summary of Current School-Business Parinerships Data
* 81.5% identified school-business partnerships in a status quo or struggling state

* 48.4% said securing financial resources represented the main function of partnerships
* Only 11.5% identified “serving as an accountable stakeholder” as a major component
The top barriers that hinder effective partnerships were identified as:

« 33% said time constraints

« 31.8% said lack of awareness of meaningful opportunities

. 25.5% said lack of capacity

« 24.8% said lack of available pariners

Some key benefits of school business partnerships that were identified:
« Creating job-related student learning experiences

« Volunteering
Develop a Regional A

« Providing recognitions
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Taking Action... Next Steps
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