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The Education Alliance’s 30th anniversary provides a good opportunity to look back
at our past, reflect on where we are today, and project where we want to be in the
future. The education environment is much more complex today than it was 30 years
ago. There are new social challenges, diminishing resources in schools, ever-changing
and higher-level skills needed for career preparation, pervasive poverty in many
communities, and difficult home environments for some students. Just as our state is
attempting to figure out its economic future, schools are trying to chart new courses
for themselves.

The Education Alliance clearly is still evolving. With our recent legislative successes
in the education policy arena, we are beginning to find our voice in the debates
and dialogues about education in West Virginia. As an organization, we have
communicated to the governor, the legislature, and the public what the research says
will improve student achievement in West Virginia.

During these exciting times of change, the board wishes to extend our sincerest
gratitude to Dr. Patricia Kusimo for her excellent leadership during the past five years
and wish her tremendous success in her retirement. This annual report is a tribute to
her tenacious energy and highlights the successes of the past year.

The board would also like to welcome Dr. Amelia Courts as the new president/CEQ.
We are excited to have another intelligent and respected voice to lead our team. With
her extensive background, Dr. Courts is the perfect leader to spearhead The Education
Alliance’s ongoing efforts to achieve meaningful and lasting reform of West Virginia's
public schools.

In coming years, we will expand these efforts on a more wide-ranging basis by
extending our message to community leaders throughout the state. We will continue
emphasizing to legislators that all education initiatives should be tied directly to
measurable benefits for students—in terms of statewide tests, GPAs, behavior, school
completion, and student enrollment in more demanding course options.

We have shown that real change is possible, and over the next few years, our collective
voices will grow even stronger as we continue to advocate for all West Virginia children.

Sincerely,

R i g

Jim Thomas
Chairman of the Board
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What Is The Education Alliance?

The Education Alliance is a nonprofit organization that advocates for a quality
public education for all West Virginia children.

Vision
Every West Virginia public school student will graduate ready to begin a career or
pursue additional education and training.

Mission

The Education Alliance is an independent voice, earnest advocate, and statewide
participant that advances policies and practices to continually improve public
school student achievement in West Virginia.

Values

We believe in the worth of all West Virginia children; believe each and every
child deserves a quality education; and support educators having tools and skills
necessary to engage students in their own success.

@ Honesty, truthfulness, and integrity

@ Credibility through objectivity (research and fact-based)

@ Respect for all education stakeholders, regardless of background, opinions, or
organization of origin

@® Commitment to excellence through quality, success, and achievement

@ Effective leadership and professionalism

@ Learning through education and experience

@ Results-oriented based on sound data and measurements



About The Education Alliance

The Education Alliance was established in July 1983 as the first statewide public
education fund in the nation. It was the brainchild of West Virginia business
executives, who saw the importance of supporting public schools and giving the
business community a voice in education.

From the College Bound program in the 1980s to our new AmeriCorps project,
The Education Alliance has continually placed students first and demanded higher
levels of excellence from our public education system. From the very beginning,
volunteers have been the key to the organization. Without these dedicated men
and women, The Education Alliance would not be where it is today or looking
forward to another 30 years of improving public education in West Virginia.

One of The Education Alliance’s very first programs, Partnerships in Education, was
rooted in volunteerism. Partnerships in Education paired every school in the state
with a business. As the state’s economic landscape changed over the last three
decades, it was no longer possible to maintain these one-to-one partnerships.

As a result, the program has evolved into a new initiative that honors its original
mission.

This new initiative, the Education Elevator program, continues this volunteer
tradition. Beginning with the 2013-14 school year, business and community
volunteers will help children that need a caring adult’s support to develop positive
attitudes and better literacy skills. It is funded by the law firm of Jackson-Kelly, the
Education Elevator Foundation, PLLC, and the McJunkin family.

The Education Alliance has developed a series of products to stimulate
dialogues about the future of public education in West Virginia. These
products are geared toward the general public, community and business
leaders, policy makers, and educators. They are available on The Education
Alliance Web site at EducationAlliance.org/Products.
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Over the last 30 years, The Education Alliance consistently has engaged in
advocacy efforts by working with policy makers and the public to raise

awareness of current research on relevant issues. Over the last two years, however,
it has become much more of a policy advocate.

During the 2013 legislative session, The Education Alliance promoted two

key initiatives: 180-day instruction and third-grade literacy. The staff provided
legislators with research and data to show how the new policies could lead to
concrete improvements, and many members of The Education Alliance Board—
comprising education and business leaders from across the state—met personally
with legislators to emphasize the significance of this legislation. As a result, Senate
Bill 359, which was signed by Governor Tomblin, will help ensure that all West
Virginia children receive 180 days of education each school year. In addition,
Governor Tomblin directed the state Board of Education to take steps to ensure
that all children can read at grade level by third grade.

As the next step in this policy work, The Education Alliance plans to work diligently
to ensure that the third-grade reading initiative is rolled out properly. As a starter,
a forum on early literacy is being planned for fall 2013. In the future, The Education
Alliance plans to become an even more vigorous advocate by encouraging
governmental officials to enact proven strategies and by framing the issues in an
understandable way to garner public support for these policies. No one entity can
produce successful change—it takes a collective and persistent effort.



During 2012-13,
the WV
eMentoring
program served
1,059 students in
17 high schools in
14 counties. This
nearly tripled the
total number of
students served
since the program
began in January
2011.

wvementoring

Students often fail to see how school relates to the
real world, particularly when they are projecting

how their lives and careers will eventually unfold.
Interactions with successful people from the real
world can help these young people understand how
their educational and career dots will eventually
connect. This is the philosophy behind WV
eMentoring, an online program geared to students in
grades 8-12.

Students choose mentors based on a career interest
and communicate with them weekly via e-mail. They
log on once or twice a week and complete 10 online
activities that help prepare them for college or a
career after graduating high school. The activities

are targeted specifically to each student’s needs. The
topic can cover a wide range of subjects, such as how
to apply for financial aid, selecting courses that best
prepare them for their chosen career, or breaking
down traditional gender roles.

In the end, these students come out with a better
grasp on their career goals and postsecondary
choices. WV eMentoring students typically are
surprised by their various options, and for some,
the mentors provide the only positive educational
support they receive outside school.

wvementoring.org



Some of the benefits that students mentioned about the WV
eMentoring program:

“[1t helps you] bloom where you are”

“The program helped you decide what you want to do later in
life”

“It helped connect skills to the work world and reality”

“/Our mentor| taught us that it doesn’t matter how much school
[you attend] or how long it takes as long as you get what you
want”

“It helped me learn how to manage my time.

“It opened my mind to other jobs.”



The High School Leadership Development Ciub

This was the last year of the five-year Walk the Talk
initiative, which was funded by the AT&T ASPIRE
Foundation. The program followed cohorts of at-risk
students in four schools from 9th to 12th grades. The
students received face-to-face support and guidance
from mentors from the business community.

A great example of this program’s impact involves a
young woman who was struggling in mathematics.
Her mother was loving and supportive but, since
she had not attended college, did not emphasize
the importance of a postsecondary education

to her daughter. Originally, the young woman'’s
postsecondary plan was to work at Captain D’s



because she thought a minimum wage job was

the ceiling of her career possibilities. After meeting
regularly with her mentor, though, she began opening
up, becoming more self-confident, and realizing her
own potential. This young woman made up some
failed mathematics classes and graduated on time
with a 3.2 GPA. She will start her postsecondary
education at a community and technical college in fall
2013. When asked about her favorite experience in
high school, she said it was having a mentor “because
it was the only extracurricular activity | had in high
school and because | had someone who continually
cared for me and supported me." The mentor helped
her realize that you can want more for yourself than
even your family expects of you.

Although the Walk the Talk initiative has been
completed, the lessons learned from the last five
years have helped inspire the promising AmeriCorps
project, which was launched in 2012-13.
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AMERICORPS on the

La\f?RONTLINE

This new initiative reflects lessons learned from

The Education Alliance’s Walk the Talk and Frontline
Network projects. These prior projects pointed to a
need for mentors to be housed in schools, readily
available to support students and to work with
educators. A major grant from Volunteer West Virginia,
the state’s Commission for National and Community
Service, helped kick-start the AmeriCorps on the
Frontline initiative, which is slated to last for three

years.
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In 2012-13, this project helped 575 at-risk students in
seven counties: Cabell, Calhoun, Doddridge, Monroe,
Pleasants, Pocahontas, and Raleigh. The students
were selected for participation based on attendance,
behavior, and performance issues.

Just in this first year, there were scores of great

success stories. One of the most gratifying involves

a young man in Doddridge County. A senior, he was
struggling to pass his classes, particularly language

arts; had serious attendance issues; and had decided

to drop out. The school convinced him not to drop

out and to pursue a G.E.D. One of the AmeriCorps

volunteers was assigned to this young man. He i;
quickly realized that the student had little confid

in completing the program, let alone obtaining his ...\
G.E.D. The volunteer continually assured him that he .
could succeed by attending school every day and by

practicing the reading-and-writing skills taught by th ,‘{"
alternative education instructor. He began working v

e,

conscientiously to improve his reading, writing, an
comprehension skills. After weeks of hard work,

he passed all areas of the G.E.D. exam. He came to
school the next day to fill out the paperwork dressed
in a suit and tie, beaming with a look of pride and
confidence—a successful young man with a bright
future.
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Annual Dinner

Each year, The Education Alliance honors an individual
or group that has made significant contributions

to education. This year, The Education Alliance paid
tribute to Lewis D’Antoni and family of Wyoming
County.

The father, Lewis D’Antoni, was born in 1913, the son
of an Italian immigrant. A star athlete at Mullens High
School and Concord College (now University), he
became an outstanding high school coach, leading
Mullens High School to a state boys’ basketball
championship. In addition, he served as the school’s
principal for 11 years. When he retired, he left behind
a lifetime legacy of teaching, coaching, and mentoring
youth. Lewis D'Antoni and his late wife, Betty Jo, had
four children.

Kathy D’Antoni formerly served as Vice Chancellor
of the Community and Technical College System
of West Virginia. Today, she is the Associate State
Superintendent of Schools.
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Dan D’Antoni, a standout basketball player at Mullens
High School and Marshall University, earned a master’s
degree in psychology and was a highly successful high
school basketball coach in South Carolina. He was
named teacher of the year in 1986 and was a leading
fundraiser for educational causes in Horry County, SC.
He currently serves as the assistant coach of the Los
Angeles Lakers.

Mike D’Antoni was also a basketball star at Mullens
and Marshall, where he was named an Academic All-
American. After playing in the NBA and ABA, he went
on to become a basketball legend in Italy. He later was
head coach of the NBA's Denver Nuggets, Phoenix
Suns, and New York Knicks and is currently head coach
of the Los Angeles Lakers.

Mark D’Antoni played college basketball in South
Carolina and, like his brother Mike, was named an
Academic All-American. He eventually earned a law
degree from West Virginia University and currently is a
partner in the Charleston law firm of Bowles Rice.

The Education Alliance was privileged that all five

of the D’Antonis participated in the Annual Dinner,
including Lewis, six weeks shy of his 99th birthday.
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Donor Honor Roll

Founders’ Circle ($100,000 and
above)

Frontier Communications

Leaders’ Circle ($25,000 -
$99,999)

Claude Worthington Benedum
Foundation

American Public University System

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation

JP Morgan Chase

President’s Circle ($10,000 -
$24,999)

AT&T Foundation

The DOW Chemical Foundation

ECA Foundation

Appalachian Power

BH & BE Jacobson Foundation

The Daywood Foundation

WYV Department of Education

WV Higher Education Policy
Commission



Summa Cum Laude ($5,000 -
$9,999)

Five Promises for Children Foundation,
Inc.

Toyota Motor Manufacturing WV, Inc.

EQT Corporation

Cabell County Board of Education

Bowles Rice Foundation

Jackson Kelly PLLC

Magna Cum Laude ($1,000 -
$4,999)

Mr. Ralph Baxter

BB&T

Brickstreet Mutual Insurance
Calhoun County Schools
Carbon Fuel Foundation
Chesapeake Energy Eastern Division
Dingess-Rum Properties, Inc.
Doddridge County Schools
Dominion Resources
DuPont

Herscher Foundation

The Education Alliance
is not a state or federal
government agency. As a
nonprofit organization,
it is supported 100% by

grants and donations from
individuals and businesses.

For every dollar spent,
87 cents goes directly to
programs or services that

help West Virginia students

succeed.
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Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Barbara H. Hopta

Huntington National Bank of WV

International Industries, Inc.

International Resources

James River Coal Company

Dr. Patricia S. Kusimo

Marshall University Big Green
Scholarship Foundation

Marshall University South Charleston
Campus

Monroe County Schools

Northeast Natural Energy LLC

2013 Community Action Grant from
Parkersburg Area Community
Foundation

Pleasants County Schools

Pocahontas County Schools

Raleigh County Schools

Rudd Equipment Company

Mr. Howard and Mrs. Carol Seufer

The Marshall University Foundation

Mr. James W. Thomas

Mr. L. Newton Thomas, Jr.

United Way of Central West Virginia

WV Oil & Natural Gas Association, Inc.




Cum Laude ($500 - $999)

Mr. Ralph J. Bean

Citation Investments, Inc.

Mr. David J. and Mrs. Sue Ann D’Antoni

Dickinson Properties Limited

Fenton Foundation

Mr. James H.“Buck”Harless

Mr. Michael and Mrs. C. Denise John

Dr. Priscilla F. Leavitt

NGK Spark Plugs

Mr. Lacy I. Rice, Jr.

Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Anne Roberts

Mr. Herchiel Sims, Jr.

Southern WV Community & Tech.
College

Starvaggi Charities, Inc.

First Lady Joanne Tomblin

United Bank

Dean’s List ($499 or below)

Mr. Willie and Mrs. Linda Akers
Mr. Ross and Mrs. Diana Allen
Ms. Betty H. Barrett

Mr. Robert Bobbera

Ms. Mary Jo Brick

Mr. Nick and Mrs. Mary Carter
Mr. Richard Cassis

Ms. Julia A. Chincheck

Mr. Gary Clay

Concord University

Dr. Donna K. Davis

Mr. J. Timothy Di Piero

Mr. Jeff Dickess

Ms. Valerie Ellis

Ms. Emily Facemyer

Family Health Associates of the
Kanawha Valley

FirstEnergy

Dr. Daniel Foster

Glenville State College

Mr. Stephen Golden

Ms. Kay Goodwin

Mr. Sammy L. Gray |l

Mr. Gary and Mrs. Lois H. Green

M:s. Priscilla M. Haden

Ms. Margaret Hale

Hardy County Rural Economic
Development Authority

Dr. Mary S. Harris

Dr. Deborah Herndon

Ms. Denise Hogsett

Dr. Dee Hopkins

Mr. Paul R. Hutchinson, Jr.

Mr. Randy Keathley

Mes. Lisa Ketchum

Ms. Debbie Kimbler

Mr. Pate and Mrs. Kay King

Mr. David W. Lanham

Mr. Dale Lee

Former First Lady Gayle C. Manchin

Dr. Jorea Marple

Ms. Jeri Matheney

Ms. Joyce McKendree

Mr. David and Mrs. Mary Beth Metzler

Dr. James D. Midkiff

Ms. Norma K. Miller

Mr. Davis Mohr

Mr. David Mosey

Ms. Sharon Murphy

Dr. Samuel A. Muscari, Sr.
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Dollars

Memo

National Resources Partners

West Virginia School of Osteopathic
Medicine Foundation, Inc.

New River Community & Technical
College

Mes. Betty Jo Phillips

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Jenny Phillips

Pierpont Community and Technical
College

Rick Cassis Financial Services

Robinson & McElwee, PLLC

Mr. Tres and Mrs. Melissa Ross

Mes. Olivia Singleton

Dr. Donna Slayton and Mr. Greg White

Ms. Suzan Smith

Mr. James B. Sorrent

Southern Economic Development
Council

Mr. John P.Tice

Mrs. Rebecca and Mr. Tom Tinder

Ms. Peggy Tolley-Peery

Ms. Melissa Dodd Veltri

Ms. Robin S. Webb

West Virginia University

Ms. Michelle R. Wittekind

WV Humanities Council

WV University College of Human
Resources

Gifts-In-Kind Contributors

Highland Hospital



Volunteers

AmeriCorps on the
Frontline

Mr. Craig Arthur

Mes. Sherry Baker

Mr. Chris Bartley

Ms. Amie Blankenship
Mes. Sara Blevins

Ms. Donna Boothe
Ms. Lynsi Boyd

Mes. Carolyn Buzbee
Ms. Stephanie Caccomo
Ms. Megan Cain

Mes. Lisa Cheeseman
Ms. Courtney Clayton
M:s. Erica Clites

Ms. Ruth Cuccaro

Mr. Jody Devericks
Mr. Bruce Elkins

Ms. Marissa Gutierrez
Ms. JoAnne James
Mes. Nicole Kirby

Ms. Emmalee Knotts
Mes. Carrie Newhouse
Ms. Dorothy Jan Nicolas
Ms. Kalyn Obiozor
Ms. Alyssa Oliverio
Ms. Shanna Partridge
Mes. Jean Srodes

Mes. Kristin Stanley
Mr. Frank Upton

Mes. Kristi Venderlic
Ms. Kimberly White
Ms. Laura Young

Walk the Talk

Ms. Jessica Auxier
Mes. Lisa Dorsey
Ms. Heather Foster
Mr. Tim McClung
Mr. Jason Meadows
Ms. Ann Miller

Mr. Nick Oldaker
Mr. Walter Pannell
Mr. Jeff Pratt

Ms. Emily Schoen
Mr. Stephen Wentz

WYV eMentoring

Ms. Sharon Welsch

Mr. Dennis Albright

Ms. Amanda Allan

Ms. Sharon Allen

Mr. Matt Anderson

Mr. R. Scott Anderson
Ms. Mary Agnes Argento
Mr. Chris Armistead

Mr. Nathanael Aylestock
Ms. Erin Bailey

Ms. Rebecca Bannister
Mr. Bradford Bearce

Mr. Dave Becher

Ms. Rachelle Beckner
Ms. Terri Biley

Mr. Everett Black

Mes. Julie Blackwood

Ms. Judith Blumling

Mr. Rick Boothby

Ms. Jenna Bowles

Ms. Erica Bracey

Ms. Teresa Brannan

Ms. Beverly Branson

Ms. Amy Brenan

Mr. Clinton Burch

Mes. Gloria Burdette

Mr. Christopher Byrd

Mr. Zachary Carrier

Ms. Courtney Carroll

Mes. Elizabeth Casey

Ms. Deb Catron

Ms. Lenna Chambers

Ms. Tracy Christofero

Mr. David Clayman

Ms. Rachel Coffman

Ms. Barbara Copenhaver
Bailey

Ms. Danielle Cox

Ms. Jennifer Cox

Ms. Kelly Crane

Ms. Angela Crone

Mr. John Cummings

Ms. Lucinda Curry

Ms. Lindsay Darling

Mr. Mark Davis

Ms. Patty Davis

Mr. Richard Dean

Ms. Frankie Michelle
Dennison

Ms. Sabrina Deskins

Ms. Holly DeVito

Ms. Randi Dillon



Mr. Gregory Donewar

Ms. Teresa Dumire

Mr. Gerald Elliott

Ms. Brandolyn Felton-
Ernest

Mes. Sally Finchum

Ms. Toni Fitzwater

Mr. Richard Ford

Mr. Hal Foss

Mr. Daniel Foster

Mr. John Galloway

Mr. Matthew Gilpin

Ms. Susan Gilpin

Mr. Bill Goettel

Ms. Caroline Goodall

Mes. Lyla Grandstaff

Ms. Jennifer Grant

Mr. Sammy Gray

Mr. Pat Haberbosch

Ms. Kristi Haddox

Ms. Brittani Hall

Mr. Shane Hammock

Mr. Andy Harris

Mr. Bradley Harris

Ms. Marcia Harrison-
Pitaniello

Ms. Diann Hayes

Mr. Aaron Heishman
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Mr. Derek Hemenway
Mr. Michael Herbeck
Ms. Melanie Hicks
Ms. Patti Hodges

Ms. Victoria Holcomb
Mr. William Holmes
Mr. Kirt Hotmer

Ms. Lisa Hudnall

Ms. Sharon Hughes
Ms. Mary Hunt-Lieving
Ms. Klara Huss

Ms. Jaye lke

Mr. Jeffrey Imel

Ms. Terri Jeffery



Mes. Christina Johnson
Ms. Ruth Joseck

Ms. Deana Keener
Ms. Sharon Kesselring
Mes. Lisa Ketchum

Ms. Pamela King

Mes. Jennifer Knee

Mr. Gregory Kuhns
Ms. Patricia Kusimo
Ms. Anna Lafferre

Ms. Doreen Larson
Ms. Nicole Lemal

Ms. Tracy LeMasters
Mes. Christine Lewis
Mr. Mark Lewis

Mr. George Lilley

Ms. Aimee Lim

Mr. David Lord

Mes. Jennifer Lough
Mes. Leslie Lovett

Ms. Fiona Maddow.
Ms. Beth Maley

Mes. Blaire Malkin

Ms. Kathy Malnick
Mr. George Manahan
Mes. Elizabeth Manuel
Mr. Taylor Martin

Ms. Terri Martinez

Mes. Jeri Matheney
Mr. Terry Mathias

Ms. Heather McChesney
Mes. Carol McClaugherty
Mr. Michael McClellan
Mr. Tim McClung

Ms. Mary McCormick
Ms. Terri McCoy

Ms. Jessica McHenry
Mr. Keith McMillen
Ms. Lata Menon

Mr. Phillip Merritt

Ms. Jamie Miller

Mes. Julia Mitchell

Ms. Cheryl Mize

Ms. Carolyn Monroe
Mes. Blair Montgomery

Mr. Chris Moore

Mr. David Mosey

Ms. Tracy Mullen Cosker
Ms. Pam Neely

Ms. Michelle Nieman
Mr. Jay Nunley

Ms. Jennifer Onks
Ms. Debra Osborne
Mr. Carl Overmiller
Ms. Rejeana Palma
Ms. Nancy Parks

Ms. Nicole Parrish
Ms. Judith Pazerski
Ms. llka Peck

Ms. Autumn Perry
M:s. Kristen Phillips
Ms. Megan Pintus
Ms. HeatherPoff

Ms. Latonya Porter
Ms=Shelley Porter
Ms. Dana Powell

Mr. Kevin Powell
Mr.“Tom Pressman
Ms. Karen Price

Ms. LisagRrice
Ms:lsisa Pritchard
Mr. Matthew Queen
Ms. Judy Radford

Mr. Allan Ramsay
Mr. William Rawlinson
Mr. Jason Reid

Ms. Kaci Resau

Mr. Josh Revels

Mr. Joseph Rice

Mr. Michael Riley
Ms. Christine Risch
Ms. Deidra Roberts
Mr. Ferdad Roidad
Ms. Kim Roque

Mr. Omar Roque

Mr. Bill Rosenberger
Mr. Douglas Rosenberger
Mr. Budd Sapp

Ms. Geraldine Sawrey
Mes. Jennifer Sayre

Mes. Elizabeth Scotchie
Ms. Cyndee Sensibaugh
Mr. Justin Setliff

Mr. Howard Seufer

Ms. Susan Shew

Ms. Megan Shumaker
Ms. Jessica Simmons
Ms. Katie Simpson

Mr. Nathaniel Sizemore
Mr. Derek Smith

Mr. Greg Smith

Mr. Jason Smith

Mr. Kaleb Smith

Ms. Tiffany Smith

Ms. William Smith

Mr. David Soltesz

Mr. John Spencer Jr.
Ms. Candy Stanley

Mr. Brett Staples

Ms. Diana Starkweather
IMs. Heather Stone

Ms. Cyndy Sundstrom
Ms. Kelli Swain

Mr. Johnathan Tanner
Ms. Marianne Taylor
Ms. Marcia Tester

Mr. Jim Thomas

Ms. Missy Thompson
Mr. Jeffrey Tinnell

Ms. Joanne Tomblin
Mr. Zachary Toothman
Ms. Heather Tucker
Ms. Jason Van Meter
Ms. Amy Vincent

Ms. Bevin Wall

Mr. Tommy Warf

Mr. Dustin Washington
Ms. Crystal Weaver Smarr
Ms. Jessica Wintz

Ms. Tami Wintz

Mr. Mark Witzberger
Ms. Lynn Wright

Mr. Todd Wright

Mr. Lenore Zedosky



Leadership

Staff

Amelia Courts, Ed.D.
President/CEO

Caroline Goodall
Administrative Assistant

Lisa Ketchum
Director of Development

Dana Powell
Partnerships in Education
Coordinator

Emily Schoen

Director of Corporate
Communications
& National Service
Programs

Jessica Wintz
WV eMentoring Program
Director

Board of
Directors

Executive
Committee

James W.Thomas

Attorney-at-Law, Jackson
Kelly PLLC

Chairman of the Board

Sammy Gray

Manager, State and Local
Affairs, WV, FirstEnergy

Vice-Chairman of the
Board/Research and
Policy Chairman
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Mallie Combs
Executive Director,
Hardy County

Rural Economic
Development
Authority
Board Treasurer/
Development
Chairperson

Brett Staples

Executive Director-
Banker, J.P. Morgan
Private Bank

Board Secretary

Howard E. Seufer, Jr.

Partner, Bowles Rice LLP

Past Chairman of the
Board

Dr. Amelia Courts,
President/CEOQ, The
Education Alliance

Christina Brumley

Attorney-at-Law,
Jackson Kelly PLLC

Nominating and
Governance
Chairperson

Dr. Dee Hopkins

College of Human
Resources and
Education, West
Virginia University

Member-at-Large

Charles Patton

President and COOQ,
Appalachian Power

Member -at-Large

Bill Phillips

President/CEQ, Phillips
Strategies

Member-at-Large

Members

Ralph Baxter

Chairman Emeritus,
Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe

Dr. Wally Boston

President, American
Public University
System

Letitia Neese Chafin

Attorney-at-Law, The H.
Truman Chafin Law
Firm PLLC

Nicholas “Corky” DeMarco

Executive Director, West
Virginia Oil & Natural
Gas Association

Margie Hale
Executive Director, WV
Kids Count Fund

The Education
Alliance
expresses grateful
appreciation to
Dr. Patricia S.
Kusimo for her
extraordinary
service from
2008-2013.



Steven Hedrick
CEO, MATRIC

Dr. Deborah Herndon
Owner, Riveting Notes,
LLC

Michael John
President, Northeast
Natural Energy

J. Wade Linger, Jr.
President, West Virginia
Board of Education

Carolyn Long

Campus Executive
Officer, WVU Institute
of Technology

Dan Page

Communications
Manager, Frontier
Communications

Dr. James Phares

State Superintendent of
Schools, West Virginia
Department of
Education

Stephen Roberts

President, West
Virginia Chamber of
Commerce

Samuel “Tres” Ross
Executive Director, The
Ross Foundation

Scott Rotruck

Vice President
for Corporate
Development,
Chesapeake Energy
Corporation

Doug Shields

General Manager of
Administration, Toyota
Motor Manufacturing,
WV, Inc.

Lynn Swann
Director of Marketing,
The Homestead

Melissa Dodd Veltri
Partner, Huddleston
Bolen LLP

William D. Wilmoth,
Esquire

Partner, Steptoe &
Johnson PLLC

Michelle R. Wittekind

VP, Director of
Institutional Services,
United Wealth
Management Group,
United Bank

Directors
Emeritus

Governor Gaston
Caperton

Dr. Daniel Foster

James “Buck” Harless

Stephen Hopta

Despina “Dee” Kapourales

Dr. Priscilla Leavitt

Former First Lady Gayle
Manchin

Jeri Matheney

Joseph McDonie,

Lacy Rice Jr.

Sharon Rowe

John Ruddick

Herchiel Sims, Jr.

L. Newton Thomas, Jr.
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Serving West Virginia Communities

The Education Alliance touches the ‘ Counties participating in the
lives of more than 12,000 West Americorps on the Frontline,
Virginia students through its Walk the Talk and WV eMentoring
AmeriCorps on the Frontline, programs.

Partnerships in Education,
Walk the Talk and
WV eMentoring
programs.

The Education Alliance’s Partnership in Education and WV eMentoring programs
are available to all 55 counties. Starting in Fall 2013, tools and resources will be
available for business and community volunteers who are interested in supporting
the development of positive attitudes and better literacy skills for kindergarten
through third-grade students.

alliaince

Business and Community for Public Schools



Mailing Address:
PO Box 3071
Charleston, WV 25331-3071

Office Location:
803 Quarrier Street
Suite 500
Charleston, WV 25301

(304) 342-7850
1 (866) 314-5437 (toll-free)
(304) 342-0046 (fax)

info@educationalliance.org
www.EducationAlliance.org
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