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Friends,
In 1983, West Virginia business leaders established the West Virginia 
Education Fund, now known as The Education Alliance. Those leaders 
believed the business community should help public schools and public 
school students achieve to high standards. 

Today The Education Alliance maintains this belief. Indeed, there is still a 
cause.

One in four West Virginia students will not complete high school 
within four years, and some of those students will never complete 
high school. 
For every 100 ninth grade students, only 16 will eventually earn a 
bachelor’s degree.
54% of our students receive a federally subsidized lunch.
In West Virginia a child is abused or neglected every 2 hours.

The attainment of our mission—ensuring all public school students 
complete high school ready for career training or college—is vital to West 
Virginia’s future and economy. 

The Education Alliance believes public schools can transform the lives of 
children, especially children growing up in poverty. 

We believe in West Virginia and in our ability to make a difference, for 
indeed there is still a cause. 

Ladies and gentlemen, today’s students and tomorrow’s workforce. 

Sincerely,

Message from 
the Chairman of 
the Board and 
President/CEO

Howard Seufer
Chairman of the Board

Patricia S. Kusimo, Ph.D.
President/CEO



What is The Education Alliance?

“I’m enthusiastic about The Education“I’m enthusiastic about The Education
Alliance because they help to unleash West Alliance because they help to unleash West 
Virginia’s enormous potential.” Virginia’s enormous potential.” 

— Howard Seufer, Chairman of the Board— Howard Seufer, Chairman of the Board

Prepared and educated students are the engaged, skilled workers and 
citizens of tomorrow. Since 1983, The Education Alliance has worked to make 
this premise a reality for West Virginia. Working in communities through 
partnerships has been key to this effort from the beginning. 

Our Partnerships in Education (PIE) program began in 1984 as a way for 
businesses to work with schools to enhance student achievement. Kraton 
Polymers in Parkersburg, WV has worked with PIE for 25 years, providing math 
tutors for students in the Wood County area. 

Dan Sterrick works for Kraton, and has been a math tutor for about 20 years. 
He recognizes that public school teachers and students need support from 
their community. 

The value of his time is measured, he said, when students thank him years 
later for the time he took to tutor them. “I hope that the concept of mentoring 
others in their community will stay with them for a lifetime,” he said. 

Please look over the pages that follow to see more examples of how The 
Education Alliance is forging partnerships to ensure more students graduate 
from high school and college career-ready.
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Our Focus

OUR VISION

Every West Virginia public school student will graduate from high school 
college or career ready.

OUR MISSION

To promote college and career readiness for all West Virginia students.

OUR GOALS

1. To recognize and promote partnerships with public school that produce 
positive results for students.

2. To positively impact education policy at the state and local levels.

3. To conduct demonstration projects that produce high levels of student 
achievement; increase on-time grade level completion; and help 
students prepare for college and careers. 

This report contains real quotes from West Virginia students; however, the 

students’ names have been changed to protect their privacy.
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Goal #1

To recognize and promote partnerships with public schools 
that produce positive results for students.

Before the internet, mentoring was a face-to-face activity. Now, WV 
eMentoring connects West Virginia high school students with mentors based 
on the students’ career interests.

222 Students in four 
counties participated 
during the spring of 
2011. The program’s 
goal is to reach every 
West Virginia high 
school student before 
they complete high 
school.



The first lady of West Virginia is a busy person, but she loves connecting with 
young people. How does she make time to mentor a student? Through The 
Education Alliance’s WV eMentoring program. “As a college president, I really 
appreciate how important it is for high school students to have someone they 
can talk with about their future,” she said.

Tomblin and Samantha, now a junior in Pocahontas County, connected 
through the WV eMentoring program last year. Samantha told the First Lady 
that she really wanted to be a nurse so she could help other people. “We 
talked about what classes she could take, and what she needed to focus on 
if she wanted to pursue nursing,” said Tomblin. The First Lady said being an 
eMentor has taught her something, too. “Students really benefit from the 
one-on-one coaching they get from a mentor,” she said.

The pair finished up their WV eMentoring sessions last year, but stay in touch. 
“I’ve promised Samantha that I’ll be her mentor until she graduates,” said 
Tomblin.

“I applaud the efforts of The Education Alliance.”
—West Virginia First Lady Joanne Tomblin
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Goal #2

To positively impact education policy at the state and local 
levels.

The Frontline Network for High School Completion is a collaborative project 
designed to improve high school graduation rates in four West Virginia 
counties.  It provides research-based guidance and support for communities 
to develop and implement plans that improve high school completion and 
lower dropout rates in their schools.

 “Students need to know they have a voice.” 
—Penny Fisher, Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Putnam County



What’s it like to be a kid in school today - and why do so many dropout before 
graduating from high school? The Education Alliance’s Frontline Network 
wants to know.

In Putnam County, students were surveyed to find out why they thought their 
peers were dropping out of school. Laziness, cyber-bullying, and lack of hope 
for the future were a few of the reasons students cited in their responses. 
One Winfield High School Student said that “pregnancy, drugs, sex, bullying, 
suicide, and racism,” were the biggest challenges facing students at their 
school.

“We learned the students need to have a voice, to feel heard by the 
community,” said Penny Fisher, who is the Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
for Putnam County. Community awareness and involvement were things 
students were missing, according to Fisher.

Putnam County now schedules regular student focus groups in high school 
and middle school so that needs can be heard. This helps schools identify 
warning signs for at-risk students, which helps administrators focus resources 
strategically. The goal? To make sure West Virginia students get a chance to 
graduate.



Goal #3

“Students are comfortable asking another 
student for help.” 

—Jeff Woofter, Assistant Principal, Oak Glen High School

To conduct demonstration projects that produce high levels of 
student achievement; increase on-time grade level completion; 
and help students prepare for college and careers.



SEEDS, which stands for Student Educational & Economic Development 
Success, is an exclusive professional development experience for public 
school principals.

Our premise starts with the belief that well-supported administrators can 
effect real change at their schools. With SEEDS, principals receive funding 
for a school initiative, along with expert guidance from an educational 
consultant and a successful business CEO. Together, they develop and execute 
an innovative plan to facilitate student achievement.

at Oak Glen High improved their mathematics grade 

Julie was failing English in the 8th grade. “It was so bad, I had to go to summer 
school, just to pass - so I could go on to high school,” she said. Her WESTEST 2 
scores were high, but her grades were low, something her assistant principal 
noticed in other students too.

The transition from eighth to ninth grade is the “toughest in education,” 
said Jeffrey Woofter, Assistant Principal at Oak Glen High School in Hancock 
County. With SEEDs funding, Woofter put technology in the hands of students 
who were underachieving - and paired them with peer mentors to help them 
with their school work.

For Julie, it made a difference. “I raised my grade to the A/B range,” she said. “In 
less than a semester.” The difference? “My mentor explained things to me in 
way I could really understand.”
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Goal #3

To conduct demonstration projects that produce high levels of 
student achievement; increase on-time grade level completion; 
and help students prepare for college and careers.

Walk the Talk pairs caring business mentors with at-risk students at five West 
Virginia high schools. Mentors stay with the same group of students for every 
year of the high-school experience.



250 Students at 5 High Schools 
participate in Walk the Talk

“I realized that it’s helped me 
be ready for the rest of my life.” 

—Stanley, a high school junior and Walk the Talk participant

“I think a program like this should be part of the everyday school experience,” 
said Tim McClung, after leading four young men through a session for “Walk 
the Talk” at South Charleston High School this spring. McClung, who works 
for Wells-Fargo, takes time each week to mentor at-risk youth because he 
believes students need adults who they can look up to outside of school and 
home.

McClung’s group of students, now juniors in high school, are all on track to 
graduate. Each week, they talk about everything from school projects to 
girlfriends to life after high school. “It’s a community,” said McClung 



Annual Dinner

On December 7, 2010, The Education Alliance honored two legendary West 
Virginians. Jim Justice and Jerry West exemplify the core values of hard work 
and commitment - qualities that West Virginia’s public school students can 
emulate to succeed in life.

Jerry West was a smaller than average for a young person his age. When he 
failed to make the track, football, and basketball teams in junior high school, 
West turned his attention to basketball. He practiced on a dirt-covered court, 
pouring shot after shot into a hoop hanging on a neighbors shed. 

Even after making East Bank High School’s varsity squad his junior year, he 
rode the bench. Finally, during the summer between his junior and senior 
year, he sprouted up and grew six inches. Needless to say, he was a starter 
during his senior season at East Bank.

The rest is history. Now the world knows West as an All-American and 
legendary NBA player, coach, and leader.

Jerry West with Dr. James 
P. Clements, President of 
West Virginia University. 
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Supporting education and community are traditions in the Justice family. 
When Jim Justice purchased The Greenbrier Resort in 2009, he was already 
well-known for his business accomplishments. His commitment to the 
community is equal to his business acumen. 

Since 1992 he has been President of the Beckley Little League. He has helped 
the program expand to more than 1,000 kids playing on 80 teams. He has 
coached basketball teams of all ages for the past 30 years and is currently the 
head girls’ basketball coach at Greenbrier East High School in Lewisburg, WV. 
Since 1995, he has been director of the Mountain State Coal Classic which has 
awarded hundreds of thousands of dollars in scholarships.

As a major supporter of education in West Virginia, Jim Justice went above 
the call of duty to support The Education Alliance’s mission. The Greenbrier 
served as lead event sponsor for the 2010 Annual Dinner, providing 25% of 
total revenue.

The example of these two outstanding West Virginians are an inspiration to 
Mountaineers everywhere!

Jim Justice with members of his basketball team from Greenbrier East High School.
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Financial Report

Gifts and Grants = 86%
Special Events = 8%
Investment Income = 6%

Programs = 83%
General Operating/New Program Development = 9%
Outreach/Fundraising = 8%

Total Revenue and Support

Total Expenses
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Designated = 74%
Undesignated = 25%
Gifts In-Kind = 1%

Sources of Funds

Distribution of Revenue

We welcome your tax-deductible investment!

Corporations and     Interest Income = 6%
Corporate Foundations = 74%  Government Grants = 2%
Foundations = 8%    Individuals = 2%
Fundraising Events = 7%   Miscellaneous = 1%



Donor Honor Roll

Founders’ Circle 
($100,000 and above)

Claude Worthington Benedum 
Foundation

Frontier Communications 

Leaders’ Circle 
($25,000 - $99,999)

American Public University System, Inc.
AT&T Foundation
The Dow Chemical Foundation
The Greenbrier and James C. Justice 

Companies, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
The Ross Foundation

President’s Circle 
($10,000 - $24,999)

Appalachian Power Company 
The Bernard H. & Blanche E. Jacobson 

Foundation
Community & Technical College System 

of WV
The Daywood Foundation
ECA Foundation/Energy Corporation of 

America
Mylan Charitable Foundation
Toyota Motor Manufacturing WV, Inc.

Summa Cum Laude 
($5,000 - $9,999)

Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love LLP
Brickstreet Mutual Insurance Company
Chesapeake Energy Corporation - Eastern 

Division
Dominion Foundation
International Coal Group, Inc.
Lawson Family Foundation, Inc.
State Farm Insurance Companies
West Virginia Department of Education
West Virginia Higher Education Policy 

Commission
West Virginia University

Magna Cum Laude 
($1,000 - $4,999)

Amherst Madison, Inc.
Arnett & Foster
BB&T WV Foundation
Bowles Rice Foundation
Governor Gaston Caperton
Camden-Clark Memorial Hospital
Mr. Tom Campbell
Carbon Fuel Foundation
Dr. James P. Clements
Mr. Bob Cochran
Dingess-Rum Properties, Inc.
Dominion Resources
DuPont Washington Works
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
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College
Summit Bank
Mr. James W. Thomas
United Bank
Verizon
West Virginia Economic Development 

Council
West Virginia University College of Law

Cum Laude ($500 - $999)

Mr. Ralph Bean
Ms. Christina T. Brumley
Charleston Area Medical Center
Dickinson Properties Limited
Fenton Foundation, Inc.
The H. Truman Chafin Law Firm, PLLC
Mr. and Mrs. David Hardesty
Dr. Priscilla F. Leavitt
Senator and Mrs. Joseph Manchin, III
Mr. Lacy I. Rice, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. L. Newton Thomas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Seufer, Jr.
Mr. “Herk” Sims Jr.
Starvaggi Charities, Inc.

FirstEnergy 
First Lady Joanne Tomblin
Foundation for the Tri-State Community
Ms. Samme L. Gee
Mr. James H. “Buck” Harless
Herscher Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hopta
Mr. Rich Howard
Huntington National Bank of WV
The Huntington Foundation, Inc.
Jackson Kelly PLLC
Mr. Lloyd G. Jackson
Kanawha Stone Company, Inc.
Kapourales Properties
Kusimo International Group, LLC
Dr. Patricia S. Kusimo
Mr. Tony Mamone
Marshall University
Marshall University Foundation
Marshall University Graduate College
Norfolk Southern Foundation
Mr. Scott Rotruck
Rudd Equipment Company
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC
Southern WV Community and Technical 



Dean’s List ($499 or below)

Mr. Daniel L. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Barrett
Mr. Chad Beam
Dr. Shrikant Bembalkar
Huddleston Bolen, LLP
Mr. Richard L. Cassis
Charles Ryan Associates, Inc.

College Summit
Delegate Kevin Craig
Mr. John D. Curry
Mr. Jonathan D. England
Executive Ink, LLC
EQT Foundation
Ms. Emily Facemyer
Mr. Garrett Facemyer
Fifth Third Bank

Donor Honor Roll
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Senator Daniel S. Foster
Mr. Blair M. Gardner
Ms. Mamie Gnage
Mr. Stephen Golden
Greenbrier Sporting Club
Mr. Walter Greenhouse
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Haddad
Ms. Priscilla M. Haden
Mr. Chris Hall
Hardy Co. Rural Development Authority
Dr. Deborah Herndon
Dr. Dee Hopkins
Inside Out Creative
Ms. Sandra M. Kerns
Mr. David W. Lanham
Ms. Carolyn Long
Hatch Mott MacDonald
Ms. Jeri Matheney
MedExpress Urgent Care
Ms. Julie Miles
Mr. David Mohr
Ms. Nancy Newfeld
New River Community and Technical 

College
Dr. Steven Paine
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Phillips
Ms. Judy R. Pratt
Mr. Tom L. Pressman
Law Office of Philip A. Reale
Ms. Sharon Rowe
Ms. Margaret Sayre

Security America, Inc.
Ms. Wanda Simpkins
Mr. William A Smith
Ms. Lynn Swann
General and Mrs. Allen E. Tackett
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Tinder
University of Charleston
Mr. Bob Welty
Mr. Jerry West
Mr. and Mrs. Pete White
West Virginia Humanities Council
West Virginia Center for Professional 

Development
West Virginia Kids Count Fund 
West Virginia School of Osteopathic 

Medicine
West Virginia State University Planning 

Advancement
WVU at Parkersburg Foundation
YWCA

Gift-In-Kind Contributors

Boekell Photography, LLC
Bold Web Creations
Marshall University College of Graduate 

Studies
The Media Center
Morgantown Printing and Binding
Riveting Notes, LLC
The State Journal



Volunteers

Ms. Julie Blackwood
Ms. Judith Blumling
Mr. Rick Boothby
Ms. Amy Brenan
Ms. Gloria Burdette
Ms. Barbara Bushnell
Mr. Zachary Carrier
Ms. Elizabeth Casey
Ms. Tracy Christofero
Mr. David Clayman
Mr. Matthew Comeau
Mr. Paul Constantino
Ms. Jennifer  Cox
Ms. Lucinda Curry
Ms. Julie Cyphers
Mr. Mark Davis
Mr. Nicholas Dean
Mr. Richard Dean
Mr. David Dickens
Mr. Gregory Donewar
Ms. Teresa Dumire
Mr. Gerald Elliott
Ms. Emily Facemyer
Mr. Christopher Figgatt
Mr. John Galloway
Ms. Susan Gilpin
Ms. Sarah Ginn
Ms. Caroline Goodall
Mr. Sammy Gray
Ms. Dianna  Guadiana
Ms. Kristi Haddox
Ms. Shane Hammock
Ms. Susan Hardesty
Ms. Stacey Harper
Ms. Marcia Harrison-Pitaniello
Ms. Diann Hayes
Mr. Michael Herbeck
Ms. Deborah Herndon
Ms. Andrea Hoard

Walk the Talk

Ms. Jessica Auxier
Ms. Ryan Barton
Ms. Anne Brown
Mr. Jeff Dickess
Ms. Lisa Dorsey
Ms. Pamela Eversole
Ms. Heather Foster
Ms. Shiela Johnston
Lt. Col. Kenneth Hale
Ms. Christine Kinningham
Ms. Katrina Lewis
Mr. Tim McClung
Mr. John McKinney
Mr. Jason Meadows
Ms. Ann Miller
Ms. Margaret Mosser
Mr. Nick Oldaker
Mr. Walter Pannell
Mr. Dennis Pease
Mr. Jeff Pratt
Mr. Douglas Rosenberger
Ms. Emily Schoen
Ms. Janet Schoen
Ms. Iris Settle
Cpl. Keven Smailes
Mr. Stephen Wentz

WV eMentors

Ms. Amanda Allan
Ms. Sharon Allen
Ms. Maria Almas
Mr. Pete Andresen
Ms. Ellen Archibald
Ms. Kimberly Becher
Mr. Andrew Bennett
Mr. Terri Biley
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Ms. Sharon Hughes
Ms. Mary Hunt-Lieving
Ms. Jaye Ike
Mr. Jeffrey Imel
Ms. Ruth Joseck
Mr. Chadwick Ketchum
Ms. Lisa Ketchum
Ms. Durga Krishnan
Mr. Gregory  Kuhns
Dr. Patricia Kusimo
Mr. Wade Lanham
Ms. Tracy LeMasters
Ms. Christine Lewis
Ms. Aimee Lim
Ms. Annette Lucas
Mr. George Manahan
Ms. Tammy Martin
Ms. Jeri Matheney
Mr. Terry Mathias
Ms. Angela May
Ms. Heather McChesney
Mr. Tim McClung
Mr. Keith McMillen
Mr. David Mosey
Ms. Siva Nalbotu
Mr. Okey Napier, Jr. 
Ms. Jennifer Onks
Ms. Debra Osborne
Ms. Nicole Parrish
Ms. Judith Pazerski
Ms. Latonya Porter
Mr. Tom Pressman
Ms. Carol Proud
Mr. Jason Reid
Ms. Christine Risch
Ms. Kim Roque
Mr. Bill Rosenberger
Mr. Douglas Rosenberger
Mr. Robert Ryan

Mr. Geraldine Sawrey
Ms. Emily Schoen
Mr. Howard Seufer
Mr. Carey Singleton
Mr. John Skidmore
Mr. Greg Smith
Mr. William Smith
Mr. John Spencer, Jr.
Ms. Candy Stanley
Ms. Mariane Taylor
Mr. Jim Thomas
Ms. Tammy Thomas
First Lady Joanne Tomblin
Ms. Heather Tucker
Ms. Amy Vincent
Ms. Jennifer Wagner
Ms. Stacey Waller Kerns
Ms. Tessa White
Ms. Jessica Wintz
Ms. Tami Wintz
Mr. Todd Wright
Mr. Matthew Wykle
Mr. Thomas Young
Mr. Lenore Zedosky



Greg Smith

Development Chair
Camden-Clark Memorial Hospital

Susan Hardesty

Nominating Chair
Community Volunteer

Sammy Gray

Research Chair
Allegheny Energy, Inc.

Dr. Dee Hopkins

Member-At-Large
West Virginia University

Ralph Baxter

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

Eddie Bostic

Sam’s Club

Wally Boston

American Public University System

Christina Brumley

Jackson Kelly PLLC

Letitia Chafin

The H. Truman Chafin Law Firm PLLC

Mallie Combs-Snider

Hardy County Rural Development 
Authority

Priscilla Haden

West Virginia Board of Education

Margie Hale

West Virginia Kids Count Fund

Deborah Herndon, Ph.D.

Riveting Notes LLC

Michael John

Northeast Natural Energy

Michael Lutz

Toyota Motor Manufacturing WV, Inc.

Leadership

Staff
Patricia S. Kusimo, Ph.D.

President/CEO

Caroline Goodall

Administrative Assistant 

Lisa Ketchum

Development Director 

Emily Schoen

Director of Strategic Relationships/
Corporate Communication

Tammy Thomas

Development Assistant/Bookkeeper 

Jessica Wintz

WV eMentoring Director 

Board of Directors 

Howard Seufer, Jr.

Chairman
Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love LLP

James Thomas

Vice Chairman
Jackson Kelly PLLC

Richard Adams, Jr. 

Treasurer
United Bank

First Lady Joanne Tomblin

Secretary
Southern West Virginia Community and 
Technical College

Jeri Matheney

Past Chairperson
Appalachian Power

Patricia Kusimo, Ph.D. 

President/CEO
The Education Alliance
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Jorea Marple, Ph.D.

West Virginia Department of Education

Nancy Newfeld

Barboursville Middle School LSIC

Robert Orndorff

Dominion Resources

Bill Phillips

The Phillips Group

Mark Prince

JPMorgan Chase Bank

Tres Ross

The Ross Foundation

Scott Rotruck

Chesapeake Energy Corporation

William Smith

Cabell County Schools

Lynn Swann

The Homestead

William Wilmoth

Steptoe & Johnson PLLC

Governor Gaston Caperton

Senator Daniel Foster, M.D.

James H. ‘Buck’ Harless

Stephen Hopta

Dee Kapourales

Dr. Priscilla Leavitt

Former First Lady Gayle Manchin

Joseph McDonie

Lacy Rice, Jr.

Sharon Rowe

John Ruddick

Herchiel Sims, Jr.

L. Newton Thomas, Jr.



Mailing Address: 

PO Box 3071
Charleston, WV 25331-3071

Office Location: 

803 Quarrier Street 
Suite 500

Charleston, WV 25301

(304) 342-7850
1 (866) 314-5437 (toll-free)

(304) 342-0046 (fax)

info@educationalliance.org
www.EducationAlliance.org 
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