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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

In 1983, a group of business leaders with a common vision
for an improved education system joined together to form The
Education Allance (originally known as the West Virginia
Education Fund). Our belief then, as it remains now, was that
schools, teachers, students and the community all benefit when
business representatives and community members become
involved in our public schools. In the years since, the Alliance has
enjoyed many successes, and we are pleased to have made
many valuable contributions fo help schools across West Virginia.
We are proud to have served hundreds of thousands of children,
educators and community members during the past eighteen
years, and we are privieged to have worked with so many
talented and committed professionals across the state.

i\ S
Michael A. Albert
As our work has continued, our programs and services have President, The Education Alliance
expanded, and we are encouraged that business and community
leaders are increasingly focusing their attention on the needs of our schools and working with us fo address
fhem. One thing we know for certain — West Virginia's public schools represent our single greatest opportunity
to build a brighter future for West Virginia,

Since our founding, the Alliance has provided over $1.3 million in various grants and awards to schools
and teachers supporting worthwhile programs.  Almost 70,000 students have visited a college or university
campus through our Day on Campus program. Read Aloud West Virginia has been featured in national
publications and regularly reaches more than 60,000 students across West Virginia.
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More than 1,500 businesses participate in our Partnerships in Education program, which is the largest of ifs
kind in the nation, with 100% of West Virginia’'s schools linked with a business panher. Our Education Policy
Research Institute has published several highly regarded studies that have been used by education policy
makers. The Business Council for Education has supported various school reform efforts including assisting Local
School Improvement Counclls in their work, helping maoke academic standards more rigorous, and
stfrengthening West Virginia's school accountability system,

While it is enjoyable fo focus on our successes, our Board of Directors is keenly aware that our work is far
from complete. We recognize that as cur organization matures and evolves, we need fo develop and
implement new program ideas that serve the needs of West Virginia's education system. We are actively
exploring these ideas and will pursue them diligently during the upcoming year. At the same time, we are
taking a careful look at each of our existing programs fo determine how we can enhance our efforts,

As you will read in the pages that follow, your support has helped
put teachers’ innovative ideas info action, strengthened school
partnership and volunteer programs, encouraged students to  think
albout college earlier, and provided useful information to help policy
makers make informed decisions —all at no cost to local school systems.

Again, thanks to all of our supporters for their assistance and
encouragement.  We qppreciate your continued support. And on
behalf of West Virginia's schoolchildren, thank you.

Sincerely,
Past Education Alliance Presidents Michael A. Albert
Lewis McManus, Newton Thomas, President

and Herchiel Sims



MINI -GRANTS FOR CLASSROOM PROJECTS

The Mini-Grants for Classroom Projects program provides funding for teachers to conduct exciting and innovative projects
in their classrooms when public funding is not available,  This successful program has been a part of The Education
Alliance for 18 years, and offers grants up to $500 to teachers with projects that are designed to add an extra boost to
their classroom studies.

Eight regional Mini-Grant Review Committees meet each year to evaluate grant applications and make selections based
on the originality and educational value to the students of each project. In 1999,
$52,000 was awarded in Mini-Grants to 182 teachers from across the state.

Mini-Grants help teachers enhance their instruction and make learning fun. In
one teachers words, 'This project was the most fun and successful learning
experience in my classroom this year! Students loved every minute! Thank you
for giving me this wonderful feaching experience!!”

In the past year, classroom teachers have tumed their students into authors,
scientists, and horticulturists, taken them “down on the farm,” around the world,
and soaring fo the moon. They have studied butterflies and com snakes, builf
robots and visited George Washington.

Dental Health Mini-Grants, sponsored by the West Virginia Dental Alliance, are
also available for classroom teachers and school nurses who want to add
activities that motivate their students to practice proper dental hygiene.

Students in Deborah Willis’ class at Logan As one teacher commented, "Our high school has grown from one theater class
Elementary work as part of the Mini-Grant fo three theater classes next year! | sincerely feel that winning the grant gave
Project titled, “Speaking with Math”. the students and me the confidence to 'make things happen.”

Success stories like these are made possible thanks to our Mini-Grants for Classroom Projects maijor corporate SPONSOI,
Columbia Gas Transmission, and other supporters, West Virginia Humanities Council, TOYOTA Motor Manufacturing West
Virginia, Inc., WV Commission on the Arts & the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Huntington Foundation.




FAMILY INVOLVEMENT GRANTS

The Education Alliance’s Family Involvement Grants are offered because we believe that all families have strengths,
important perspectives about their children, and care about their children’s education. Funded by the Union Carbide
Foundation, the program annually provides 10 grants of $1,000 each to support school family involvement efforts. The
grants help schools reach out to families; involve parents in decisions that affect their children’s leaming and achievement;
increase communication between schools and families; and create strategies to help students achieve academically.

The Family Involvement Grants are awarded based on the national standards for Family Involvement programs. Grant
applications must address at least one of the following six standards:

Communicating Parenting Student Learning Volunteering Decision Making Community Collaboration
Consistent, two- way Parenting skills Families play an Families are Families are full Community resources are used
communication are promoted infegral role in welcome In the partners in the to strengthen schools, families,
between home and and supported assisting student school and their decisions that affect and student learning
school learmning assistance and children and

support are families

encouraged

The Education Alliance is pleased to support these efforts because research proves
that family and parental involvement is one of the most important factors affecting
student leaming. When family members are active in the educational experiences
of their children, the results range from higher academic achievement and better
communication to more defined goals for leaming.

The more parents can show their children that they value education, the more the
experience means to the child. Building an acfive, open climate for learning and
communicating means that education becomes a more enriching experience for
the entire family.

A Lewisburg Elementary student works as part
of Diane Gillespie’s “Kindergarten
Horticulturists” Mini-Grant Project.




PARTNERSHIPS IN EDUCATION

Since 1984, thousands of West Virginia’s K-12 students have benefited from the involvement of business partners in their
schools. The Partnerships In Education program links individual schools with businesses or other community organizations in
cooperative and mutually beneficial relationships. These relationships promote cooperation between the public schools
and business people to work together on behalf of students.

The objectives of the program are:

» To bring business people into the schools to work with students, teachers,
and administrators on projects that educators think will be helpful and
business people feel qualified to accomplish;

» To give students and teachers a realistic picture of the business world
and of the preparation students need for success:

e To supplement classroom studies with relevant learning experiences in
business and industry; and

» To give business people a better understanding of the education system.

During 2000, the program continued to expand as hundreds of new partnerships
were formed and existing partnerships implemented new programs building on
their past success. Likewise the Alliance’s support of the program has contfinued
fo evolve as we move away from a focus on recruiting new business partners to
more of a fechnical assistance role helping existing partnerships become more

; : effective. As part of these efforts we have published a new handbook for
A representative from the 167" Airlift Wing of ~ Parfnerships in Education, which describes the program and provides helpful
the WV Air National Guard shares information  hints and suggestions to help Partnerships succeed. Our staff has also helped
with students from Valley View Elementary as coordinate countywide workshops where school and business representatives

part of their Gold Star Award winning have the opportunity to share ideas together to enhance their efforts.
Partnership in Education.

In addition, we continue to recognize those Partnerships that have excelled and share their success with others. Gold Star
Awards were presented to six outstanding Partnerships in Education again this year, and we continue to be impressed by
the success of the award-winning partnerships and others across the state. Their success encourages us to maintain our
efforts, eagerly anticipating the continued benefits of Partnerships in Education helping students in the years to come.




READ ALOUD WEST VIRGINIA

On any given school day you can find hundreds of Read Aloud volunteers throughout West Virginia sharing a love of
reading with children. In fact, during the 1999-2000 school year, our 5,000 frained volunteers shared their books and their
time with over 60,000 children in more than 400 schools statewide. The primary focus of the program continues to involve
recruiting and training community volunteers to visit classrooms on a regular basis for the purpose of providing a "live
commercial' for reading. These dedicated volunteers, who come from all walks of life and age groups, become role

models for the children, developing and encouraging a desire fo read.

Through the books our volunteers read, students are infroduced to a wide
variety of literature and begin fo view reading as a pleasurable activity that is
not confined to school. They begin to understand that the adults in their families
and community--parents, grandparents, salesclerks, ba nk tellers, businessmen
and women, doctors, lawyers, retirees--read for knowledge, but also for

pleasure.

The Education Alliance is dedicated to the growth of Read Aloud West Virginia
and offers both material and technical assistance to a network of county
volunteer organizations. Highlights of our efforts during the past year include our
7th Annual State Conference — featuring acclaimed children’s poet Jack
Prelutsky and Appalachian storyteller and author Donald Davis. The
conference brought fogether over 400 teachers, volunteers and parents.

In addition, our successful Book Trunk program continued fo provide needed
books supporting reading programs across the state. The Alliance dlso
continued to work with the WV Department of Education and local school
systems to provide staff development opportunities and training sessions for the
thousands of Read Aloud volunteers statewide. We also published a brochure

Read Aloud volunteer, Bill Patton, reads to
second graders at Spring Hill Elementary.

entitled, “The Greatest Gifts You Can Give Your Baby,” a brochure encouraging parents to read to children beginning in
infancy. Finally, as in the past, the works of individual authors were highlighted in various Author Weeks sponsored by locall
organizations in Mercer, Monongalia and Kanawha counties. Materials developed by volunteers in these counties were
shared with other county programs and utilized by teachers in individual classrooms across the state.



EDUCATION POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

As an initiative of The Education Alliance, the Education Policy Research Institute conducts scholarly research, analysis
and evaluation regarding issues affecting the quality of public education in West Virginia. The research studies produced
by the Education Policy Research Institute have received significant attention and acclaim over the years for their
unbiased approach and choice of research topics that reflect national trends and the current public and political
concerns about public education in our state.

During the past year, the Education Policy Research Institute published the study,
“Students Speak: What Motivates Us”, which has been received very favorably.
The study examines and analyzes student’s motivation toward higher education.
More than 200 hours of interviews with students and their families, focus groups
and surveys of students and educators led to a series of findings and public
policy considerations.

ﬁ Since its publication, the study has been used by guidance counselors, higher
\' education officials, and other school representatives across the state who are
¥ interested in moftivating students to become more interested in their education.

-~ In Preston County, Faculty Senate representatives met to consider the study’s
£ A Report Examini s Motivating

Rt i findings and explore different strategies to improve student motivation.

In addition, our previous studies continue to be used by state and local policy
makers as they consider various issues ranging from the supply and demand for
new teachers, to school funding issues.

As the year concludes, we are in the process of completing a comprehensive examination of all of our research efforts.
With the support of a $15,000 grant from the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation, we are carefully examining our
efforts and exploring how the Institute should be organized in order to best fulfill its goals and mission. As part of this effort,
we are reviewing other education policy research initiatives across the counfry and hope fo learn from their experiences.

We are eager to use the results of this examination to help us make changes necessary to ensure that we achieve our

godals fo provide timely and credible educational research, increase the use of our research findings and to have a
positive influence on county and state level decision-making and policy changes in regard to public education.

&7 s



BUSINESS COUNCIL FOR EDUCATION

The Business Council for Education is a select group of businesses committed to improving the quality of education in
West Virginia. The Business Council’s work promotes the following “Nine Essential Components of a Successful School
System™:

v Rigorous Standards W Professional Development v Educational Technology
¢ Reliable Assessments ‘3¢ Parent Involvement v Learning Readiness
v School Accountability v School Autonomy v School Safety

Since its inception nine years ago, the Business Council for Education has worked with state and local education leaders
to support various school reform efforts in the state.

Working to help Local School Improvement Councils (LSICs) become more
effective in identifying and addressing the needs of their schools has remained a
priority of the Business Council. Recognizing that LSICs provide all major
stakeholders in a school community an opportunity to be included in decisions
affecting their schools, the Business Council works to provide training, technical
support and materials to these important groups. As part of these efforts, the
Business Council again sponsored a statewide conference for LSICs in conjunction
with the Office of Education First at the WV Department of Education. More than
300 parents, teachers, business representatives, students, school service
personnel, and school administrators attended this year’s conference.

Once again the Business Council awarded $1,000 LSIC Progress Awards on a
competitive basis to the most successful LSICs in West Virginia. Winners of the
Progress Award were chosen for their outstanding efforts to make significant
improvements at their school using teamwork, innovation and community |
involvement. Over the last seven years, more than $60,000 has been awarded to

exceptional LSICs statewide through Progress Awards. John Ruddick, Director of Government Relations
Jor Verizon, presents John Corbett with

Verizon's annual contribution in
support of the Business Council for Education.

Business Council for Education members include: American Electric Power,
Ashland Inc., Bank One, Union Carbide and Verizon West Virginia.
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DAY ON CAMPUS

‘Career opportunities, along with skills and knowledge that
le requires building a solid academic foundation early.

bur through nine fo visit a West Virginia college, university,
ovides financial assistance up to $100 per school per year
3 or community organizations. At the beginning of each
1e procedures.,

-2000 school year over 6,000 students participated in visits.
1M began in 1988 more than 69,000 students have visited a
public and private college in West Virginia participates in
wvell as the vocational and technical campuses throughout

students to leam more about the advantages of attending
vide awareness that attending college is feasible.

motivated our students to set goals, work diligently at
1 strive for excellence. | am so thankful The Education
s exposure to higher education is important, Thank you for
itis a great program.”

Lesley Garton-White
Lewis County High School



SPECIAL EVENTS

Throughout the year, the Alliance sponsors various special events in conjunction with our work to promote business and
community involvement in West Virginia’s public schools. Two events that have become very successful during the past
few years are the annual Graduates of Distinction Recognition Ceremony and the Capital City Pumpkin Drop. In
addition, the Alliance continues fo have enjoyable fundraising events throughout the year, including our Annual Golf
Classic and the Raleigh County Line Dance to help generate needed funding support for our programs and services.

Sponsored by Bank One, the Graduates of Distinction program was established in
1999 to recognize and honor graduates of West Virginia public schools who have
attained national or international acclaim in their professions and for their loyalty fo
West Virginia. The Second Annual Graduates of Distinction ceremony was held on
June 2 af the Charleston Marrioft.

Two prominent West Virginians were inducted in the Graduates of Distinction Class
of 2000: Vivien Woofter, Director, Interior Planning and Design Division, Office of
Foreign Buildings, U.S. Department of State and a graduate of Clay County High
School: and David Selby, actor, and graduate of Morgantown High School. During
the ceremony, both honorees spoke with great regard for their experiences in West
Virginia’s public schools and their importance fo their success. Additionally, both
spoke at length with student representatives from their respective high school alma
maters, encouraging the students to pursue their dreams whatever they may be.

Another successful special event that continues to expand since ifs inception in
1998 is the Capitol City Pumpkin Drop. Sponsored by Aventis (formerly Rhone-
Poulenc), the event encourages students to use their creativity along with their

alliance
AR ADUATES
' DISTINCTION
Spor 4 K§o~£

Graduates of Distinction, Class of 2000
David Selby and Vivien Woofter

understanding of math, science, and physics. The goal of the Pumpkin Drop is for students to design an enclosure or
apparatus that will protect a pumpkin from damage when dropped from the roof of a Capitol Complex building. The

challenge: to hit the target on the ground and have the pumpkin remain infact.

Over 250 students from eleven counties participated in this year's Pumpkin Drop, and we were pleased that several
pumpkins successfully “survived” the fall. The Pumpkin Drop is coordinated in conjunction with the WVU College of
Engineering and Mineral Resources who provide judges for the event and provide expert technical assistance.
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CONTRIBUTORS

Founders Circle
$100,000 and above

Claude Worthington Benedum
Foundation

Leaders Circle

$25,000 to $99,999
City National Bank
Columbia Gas Transmission
Union Carbide Foundation
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Bernard H. and Blanche E. Jacobson
Foundation
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Presidents Circle
$1,000 to $4,999

Acordia of West Virginia

Michael A. Albert
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Clay County Bank
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West Virginia United Health System
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Loyalty Circle
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Betty H. Barrett
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Ralph J. Bean, Jr.
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John Corbett
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Loyalty Circle (continued)
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C. R. Hill, Jr.
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Business Advisors and Consultants

s e

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Board of Directors
The Education Alliance-Business And
Community For Public Schools, Inc.

Our audits were made for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the basic financial statements for
the years ended June 30, 2000 and 1999, taken as a whole. The additional financial information
included on pages 12 and 13 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required
part of the financial statements of The Education Alliance-Business And Community For Public
Schools, Inc. The information contained in the schedules of functional expenses for the years ended
June 30, 2000 and 1999, on pages 12 and 13, has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied
in our audit of the basic financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material
respects in relation to the basic financial statements for the years ended June 30, 2000 and 1999,

taken as a whole.

it £ A Saknateer, Pric

July 18, 2000

1560 Kanawha Boulevard, East e Charleston, West Virginia 25311 « Phone (304)-343-4126 or 1-(800)-788-3844 « Fax (304)-343-8008 » E-mail: cpa@suttlecpas.cam
Members of: American Iistitution of Certified Public Accountants » Private Companies Practice Section » West Virginia Society of Certified Public Accountants
A Professional Limited Liability Company

¢ www.suttlecpas.com TEAN
ARIS P CPA

[ ETERRKATHONAL
_ 00,




GRANTS & AWARDS

THE EDUCATION ALLIANCE-BUSINESS AND

COMMUNITY FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS, INC.
SCHEDULE OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2000

Program Services

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT & SERVICES

Payroll & Related Expenses
Rent

Supplies
Telephone
Printing

Postage

Travel
Accounting Fees
Consultant Fees
Meetings

Other

TOTAL PROGRAM
MANAGEMENT &
SERVICES

TOTAL EXPENSES

Business General
Partner- Education  Council Working Total and New
Classroom  ships in Read Poficy For Education On Program Fund Program
Minigrants Education  Aloud  Rescarch Education Reform Wellness  Other Services Raising  Development Total
§ 616158 6,000 $ 1,000 § -% 5000% -§ 9976 8% 364138 124,004 % -3 - 5 124,004
28,516 28,648 39,091 137,413 58,084 119,772 5.806 39,150 456,480 66,675 37,373 560,528
2,140 2,140 4,280 12,839 8,559 - - 5,428 35,386 4,279 3,210 42,875 j
747 2,911 1,351 2,818 1,690 768 - 1,125 11,410 1,949 1,068 14,427 :
585 1,140 1,788 2,273 2,584 194 3 1,612 10,179 1,614 1,546 13,339
1,252 2,109 498 3,163 786 - 357 2,640 10,805 1,209 158 12,172
1,818 1,186 785 1,284 754 136 38 8o6 6,867 1,448 1,072 9,387
2,543 2,392 2,057 2,267 1,524 12,805 104 741 24,433 3,074 5,186 32,693
1,380 1,080 1,440 2,880 2,160 - - 2,160 10,800 1,440 2,160 14,400
- 160 3 1,259 169 - - 161 1,752 191 7,632 9,575
- 255 10,746 - 21,237 - - - 32,238 695 6,859 39,792
1,510 7253 1,184 3,796 25229 532 - 637 40,141 9,328 3,363 32,832
40,191 49,274 63,223 169,992 122,776 134,207 6,308 54,520 640,491 91,902 69,627 802,020
$ 101,806 8 55274 $64,223 § 169,992 $131,776 § 134,207 § 16,284 § 90933 5§ 764,495 % 91,902 % 69,627 § 926,024

-3




THE EDUCATION ALLIANCE-BUSINESS AND

COMMUNITY FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS, INC.
SCHEDULE OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1999

Program Services

) Business General

Partner- Education Council Working Total and New

Classroom  shipsin Read Policy for Education on Program Fund Program

Minigrants Education  Aloud  Research FEducation Reform  Wellness Other Services Raising  Development Total
GRANTS & AWARDS $ 56,276 § 6,000 $ -8 -% 86009 -% 6000% 355318 112407 § -3 -3 112,407
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT & SERVICES
Payroll & Related Expenses 21,825 23,930 43,252 23,816 47723 118,645 16,989 50,078 406,258 75,598 40,735 522,591
Rent 3,988 2,897 4912 13,267 8,733 - i,511 2,477 37,785 2,099 2,099 41,983
Supplies 595 2,518 1,559 4,011 1,337 235 649 1,046 11,930 759 1,222 13,931
Telephone 612 1,522 2,063 2,255 2,593 129 1,264 1,730 12,198 1,613 1,743 15,556
Printing 2,044 1,294 1,626 15,808 996 - 390 6,421 28,579 2,431 146 3L156
Postage 1,805 1,640 888 2,869 678 134 838 549 9,401 1,043 1,193 11,639
Travel 2,401 2,503 3,349 5,935 3,623 14,833 935 795 34,374 5,345 5,942 45,661
Accounting Fees 1,945 1,251 1,756 2,176 2,106 - 473 1,364 11,065 968 1,308 13,341
Consultant Fees - - 1 33 3 - 4 - 41 4 4,142 4,187
Meetings 241 50 71,774 947 883 152 17 9 10,073 12,355 73 22,501
Other 1,571 1,076 2,124 2,859 7,457 875 8,163 27,139 51,264 13,375 5,465 70,104
TOTAL PROGRAM
MANAGEMENT &

SERVICES 37,027 38,681 69304 133,970 76,132 135003 31,263 91,608 612,988 115,592 64,070 702,650
TOTAL EXPENSES b 93,303 $ 44,681 §69,304 $ 133,970 8 84732 § 135003 § 37,263 $127,139 5 725395 % 115592 § 64,070 § 905,057
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Vicki Maijic
Coordinator
Mini -Grants for Classroom Projects

Arnie Margolin
Director of Development

Julie Robinson
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Tammy Thomas

Coordinator
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